
Wooly Aphids on Peach Tree 
By Deborah Birge, Fort Bend Master Gardener 

Q:  I have white powdery stuff on my dwarf peach tree. What can I do? 

A:  The problem you see on your dwarf peach is woolly aphids.  Woolly aphids are tenacious 
little creatures but can be treated effectively with low-impact methods of control.  These aphids 
are a mixture eggs, larva, juvenile and adults.  The good news is they have lost their wings and 

cannot fly away.  Normally, 
we would suggest you leave 

them for nature to take care 
of but this is a huge 
infestation so it’s time to take 

measures to knock down their 
numbers. 

The first action should be to 

take a cloth or simply put on 
a glove and wipe the majority 
off the limb and 

twigs.  Secondly, use a strong 
blast of water to wash as 

many off as possible.  Be 
sure to spray the trunk, limbs, 
twigs and under leaves.  This 

should remove the majority 
of aphids.  You can now 

decide to leave them to 
predators or take further action.  If you decide to continue, you should use a horticulture oil such 
as Neem oil.  Mix it as directed and follow the instructions on the bottle.  The purpose of the oil 

is to smother the remaining aphids and any eggs that may hatch.  Saturate under the leaves and in 
all the nooks and crannies of the trunk.  Should they reappear, just repeat these steps.  Most 

likely, some aphids will be able to overwinter on the plant so be prepared to use these methods in 
the spring. 
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