
 

What’s that net on my tree trunk? 
 

By Deborah Birge, 
Fort Bend County Master Gardener 

 
If you see a net over your tree trunk, 
you’re the lucky winner of the Bark 
Lice Lottery!  Bark lice are small 
insects that live on hardwood trees, 
especially Live Oaks and sometimes 
Pecans. Their webbing appears in 
midsummer and can cover a tree trunk 
and large branches very quickly. But 
don’t be alarmed - bark lice are a great 
clean-up crew feeding on fungi, 
bacteria, dead insects and lichens! 
They’re highly beneficial and should 
be left alone. With the first fall frosts, 
they’ll begin to decline, along with their 
web.  
 

For more information visit: 
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/weekly 

 

For more gardening information and 

photos, follow us on Facebook and 

visit our website at fbmg.org/ 

Fort Bend County Master Gardeners are trained 
volunteers who assist Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in educating the community 
using research-based horticultural information. 
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