FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

When should I start my Spring garden?
Answer: You can start Now!
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Clean and sanilize gardening lools

Prevent the spread of disease between planis by thoroughly

cleaning and disinfecting your lools and garden equipment.
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Those temperate days before the lastl frost are perfect lo...

Gel your Garden Beds Ready

Remove remaining weeds or debris
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Add organic mailer and compost

Soil preparation is very important.

The more organic maller in the soil, the beller il is for the planis.
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Make a Spring Garden Plan

Be mindful of plant sun and waler requirements, plant grouping aesthelics,

companion plant benefils, and crop rolalion
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Don't plant until after last freeze

Broccoli

Cabbage
Cantaloupa’
Cauliflower
Cucumbar
Eogplants

Endive & Escarole
Lettuce

Onions

Peppers

= = Summer squash
=\ Sweetpotato
-.:-:;:I Tomatoes

_ Watermelon, seaded

= Watermelon, seedless
— ' Cantaloupe and other melons

°F

Opt. Day

65-70
65
70-75
G5-T0
T0-75
TO-85
T0-75
B0-65
E5-T0
F0-75
70-75
75-85
G5-75
85-80
85-80

Optimum and Minimum Temperatures
for Planting

*F

Min. Night

&0
60
65
60
65
65
T
40
60
60
65
ambient
&0

‘Hardening Off"

The process of gradually transitioning a plant from an

indoor or greenhouse localion to outdoor conditions

4

.

Onece lemperalures remain 45-50 degrees

during the day. move plants ouldoors lo a

shady, protecled spol, for no more than

2-3 hours. Gradually increase the amount

of sunlight the planlts receive over the lwo-
weel period.
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References used in this posl:

hitps: / fagrilifetoday . tamu. edu /2018 /01 /23 / planting-

time-spring-gardens-around-corner-prep-now,

hitps: / fextension.wmn.edu / planting-and-growing-
guides (elean-and-disinfect-gardening -tools
Do you have queslions
hitps: / {giles. tennessee. edu fuwop-

content fuploads /sites/ 194 /2020 ) 10 /Ag-2020-
‘ Southeastern-US-Vegetable-Crop-Handbool: pdf

aboul your home
landscape and planis?

hitps: [ [carteret. ces.nesu. edu /202004 fhardening-off- |+
plants-planting-outdoors /

Contaet the Forl Bend
Master Gardener Help Desk

Email:
FortBendmg@ag. tamu. edu

. Phone: i
281-341-7068
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Fort Bend Master Gardener
| Vegelable and Herb Sale,
March 11
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The Help Desk is manned F 4 )
Monday thru Friday, J *
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