FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

Will Bluebonnets grow in my home garden?

Answer: They can be a wonderful addition to the home garden.




The Texas State Flowep

Bluebonnets dot the landscape each
year from late winter to early spring.

They are well adapted lo drought and freeze.

It is this versatility that
will help you make the

Bluebonnet
a welcome

Bluebonnels are Annuals addition to your

home landscape.
In one year, they are able to
complele their entire life cycle
Jrom seed germination lo
developmentl of rools, stems,
leaves, flowers and producing
seeds.




4 for the soil and the POUIDatopS

Butterflies and Bees

Host to some

G oo

Gossamer-winged butterflies
(family Lycaenidae)
made up of 100's of species
such as hairstreaks,

harvesters, and elfins.

A member of the pea ( legume ) family

Bluebonnets enhance and enrich the soil by producing nitrogen, an
essential nutrient for plants ability to complete their life cycle from seed

germination, to development of roots, stems, leaves, flowers and seeds.



Some Simple Sleps o gel Slarled

Bluebonneils are native to Texas and grow freely in the wild.
They do best when given minimum altention.

For Best Results Plant:

In full sun
In well draining soil

Use chemically scarified seed or transplants
o don't bury the crown when planting
o don'lt complelely bury the seeds

Sow or plant in the fall

Be careful not to overwaler



Comp\iment with Companion Plangs

Increase the Wow with Companion Planis

Bluebonneis make great companion planis for cold winter annuals like pansies and
warm weather perennials such as lantana
in conlainers, & raised flowerbeds.

e FFall/Winter annuals will provide
color until the bluebonnets bloom
in spring

e Once the bluebonnet blooms start
to fade summer blooming annuals
or perennials can shine until fall.

e Most important is to make sure that
the soil is well drained and there is
plenty of sunlight.



{ady Bird johnson Royal Blue Bluebonnet
a

A Texas Superstar

After extensive trials the Lady Bird Johnson Royal Blue Bluebonnet emerged

as a true Texas Superstar!

e Amazing Color

e More blooms than the traditlional
bluebonnels

® casy lo propagale

e produces 40 % more seed

e easy lo grow from seed or
lransplant

* does well in a variely of sellings




e
Growing Bluebonnels in Bermuda Grasg

It takes a bit of effort to get Bluebonnets

started in the Lawn

To help ensure success in overseeding Bluebonnels;
The lawn must be Bermuda or Zoysia. (Bermuda is best)
Needs a daily minimum of 8-10 hours of direct sun.

Watering is only done if normal winter rainfall is not received.

The overseeding process includes:
o Using an aeralor thal removes soil plugs, aerale the Bermuda before Thanksgiving.

e Sow the seed on the aeraled area.
e Work the seed inlo the roughed up turf and the holes with a fine rake or a broom.

e Waler the seed in thoroughly.

You should have bluebonnet plants putting down roots and enriching
your soil with nitrogen over the winter and rewarding you
with lovely blooms in the spring.
Remember to mow the lawn after blooming.

ST. AUGUSTINE WILL NOT WORK
CAUTION: As a broadleaf plnat, broadleaf herbicides will harm Bluebonnels.
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