FBMG Help Desk
uestion of the Week

How can I prevent Hammerhead Worms in my yard?

Prevention is difficult, Observation and Precaulion

are the best praclices.
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merhead Worm - Blpallum Kewens
In Houston area since 1980's ¢

Bipalium kewense was discovered in 1878 ,nol far from London, in one of the Kew

Ham

Bolanical Garden greenhouses. A nalive lo Vielnam this hammerhead made il's
appearance in 1901 at a greenhouse in Pennsylvania, having arrived in a shipment of

imported plants. In the past 121 years it has spread throughout the Uniled Slales.

e found in East Texas in the 1990's

e in Houslon area since the 19580's 40
years +/-

e well established in most of Texas with
the exceplion of the dryer areas

e prefers warm, moist/ humid sub-
tropical & tropical environments

e al home in greenhouses

e cals earthworms, slugs

e average size ranges between 3-7"

¢ a bil longer when on the move

e coloration is usually a light/honey
e [-5 siripes may be noled along the top
and sides



Hammerhead WOPm -Bipalium Vagum

Newcomer to Texas

Bipalium vagum was first noliced in 2005 in Bermuda. More recently found
in the Uniled Slales slarling in Florida then along the Gulf Coast and

inlo Texas. Il appears lo have arrived via exolic plants.

e in Houslon area for approximalely 4
years

e prefers warm, moist/ humid sub-tropical
& lropical environments

e al home in greenhouses

e eals gastropods - snails, slugs, mullosks

e average size ranges belween 1-3"

¢ a bil longer when on the move

e coloration is usually tan to yellowish
brown

o 3 dark stripes noted along the top and
sides with the cenler stripe being darker
e has a thick black collar



D'ﬁ'fef@ﬂt’ but with some CommOn&“ties

Known as Hammerhead worms, flativorms, broadheaded
planarians. Often dubbed hitchhikers because they travel in
Jlower pols and planis either as adulls or eggs.

A warm moist environment found in sub-tropical, lropical regions
and greenhouses are inviling homes. Leaf lilter, composi piles,

flowerpols, mulch, and the edge of ponds can become home as

well. Avoiding light, they are more active after dark. Coiling tightly
and covering themselves with mucus enables them lo survive
periods of droughi.

ipalium Kewense

Broadheaded Planarians have a shorter, wider appearance when coiled up, however on the
move they can become much longer. They secrele and move on a cushion of mucus often
leaving a trail. Hunling food is done by following the mucus lrails left behind by earthworms
or slugs.

Hammerheads emit a neurotoxin to stun, subdue and digest their food as
well as for defense. ,
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severe harm to human or pets. v
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Bipalium Vagum

While it disables their prey there have not been any reported cases of it causing

They do not cause harm to plant malter.



ultiple Creatures eal earthworms

Earthworms have been a food source for as long as there have been earthworms.

The earthworm is a source of
prolein is ealen by many different
crealures.
e Birds - robins, crows, owls, gulls,
thrushes elc.

o Mammals - hedgehogs, badgers,
moles, voles, pigs elc.

e Repliles - lizards, frogs, loads,
lurtles elc.

e [nvertebrales - spiders, ants,
beelles, snails, flatworms elc.

e Humans

e Paying homage lo the circle of life
the earthworms will eal them.

Additionally the earthworm will find its way on the end of a fishing pole from time to time.



prevention and Mitigat,'On

Observation, Quick Action & Sanitation!

S * L) >

There are two species of Broadheaded Planarians AKA Hammerhead Worms in our

area. The Bipalium Kewense and the Bipalium Vagum.

The Kewense (eater of earthworms) is not new.
It has been in the U.S. for 122 years & in our area 40 years +/-.
~ I ‘ I The Vagum (eater of gastropods) is newer to the U.S. and our area.

' DO NOT CUT IT UP!
A New heads and tails will grow. Making 2 planarian where there werel.

(They reproduce through spontaneous fragmentation, and eggs).
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What can be done to help?

e purchase potting soil, mulch and plants from a reputable source

e clean gardening tools after use and before moving to a different section of the garden

e spray with a vinegar or vinegar/ citrus oil solution, bag and freeze for several days is an option

e il is better to spray them where they are, as moving them with a stick could cause them to

fragment.. - )
e always dispose of in a tightly sealed bag or container } 4 -
e any chemical that kills hammerheads also kills good worms g
e they can be found where earthworms are -

e always wash your hands



Citizen RepOI’teI‘ Of InVaSiVeS

Invasives are tracked.

Under the definition of invasives as set forth

In order to report
e List what you are reporting
e Take a pholo which
includes something for
scale; a coin, golf ball,
Jinger, measuring lape eic.
e Record the date, the time,
the weather condilions
e Record the exact localion

in 1999

the hammerhead worm qualifies.

It has been here for 40 years.
If you want to get involved
check out the invasive list

on their website.
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Bipalium Vagum

Invasives can be plants,

animals or insecls.

Most important to remember

don't panic.

check the websile for
informaltion

lexasinvasives.org

email your informaltion lo

Invsives@shsu.edu





mailto:FortBendmg@ag.tamu.edu
https://ag.umass.edu/landscape/landscape-message-may-5-2023
https://ag.umass.edu/
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/land_planarians.htm
https://indianapublicmedia.org/amomentofscience/flat-worms-the-earthworm-predators.php
https://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/bug%E2%80%99s-eye-view/2019/hammerhead-flatworm-vol-5-no-27
https://extension.missouri.edu/news/hitchhiking-hammerhead-worm-kills-native-earthworms-4632/
http://www.tsusinvasives.org/home/database/bipalium-kewense
https://extension.psu.edu/hammerhead-flatworms-and-other-land-planaria-of-eastern-north-america
https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/2020/12/information-on-terrestrial-flatworms-and-hammerhead-worms/
https://extension.psu.edu/hammerhead-flatworms-and-other-land-planaria-of-eastern-north-america
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/lawn-garden/hammerhead-worms-new-to-some-a-pest-to-all/

