FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

This yellow fungus was in my flower bed this morning,

what is it, is it toxic, how do I get rid of it?




Fuligo Septica

Not a fungus, not a disease, in fact a very

beneficial part of nature!

‘ T

Actually, more closely related to amoebas, this has been

around for millions of years and is found worldwide.

Somelimes called dog vomil slime mold and somelimes called scrabbled egg fungus,
il is harmless lo plants, animals and humans, unless allergic lo il. (In some parts of

the world reports of it being cooked for breakfast exist).

Research for use in antibiotics, antimicrobials, chelation of

heavy metals and cancer fighting prosperities continues.




AnD Interesting Life Cycle

Comes and goes quickly

driven by weather and food source

Fuligo sepitco produces wind
borne spores, which are
resilient and able to remain
dormant for several years

until favorable conditions

cause them to emerge.

beginning to appear

In warm and wet conditions
the spores split open and the
Fuligo sepitco / dog vomit
slime mold moves, unseen in
amoeba like fashion eating
microbes, bacteria and fungi

found in decaying organic

matter. Once the food source

is gone it appears and

related lo seaweed in some light il

almost resembles the appearance of

disappears very quickly.

later stage coral



A Friend to the Environement

Contributes to the soil nutrition and
miligates heavy melals.

Feeding on the fungal spores, bacteria and similar organisms found
in decaying matter such as dead leaves, rotting wood, excess turf
grass, mulch, decaying wood and dead plants Fuligo septico returns [

these digested bits back to the soil in the form of nutrients.

Iis only nalural predators are beelles, snails and slugs.

Due to its ability to quickly accumulate heavy metals from the
soil and render them inert, Fuligo septico shows great promise
for use in bioremediation, (the practice of using plants and

micro-organisms in areas contaminated by toxins to aide in

environmental clean-up.)

Appearing lo have the abilily to help miligale plant affecling pathogens found in the soil, il is a friend lo
plants as well.



Control is temporary at best

Consider embracing Fuligo spelica as a conlributor to
your garden health and the environmenti.

The best way to control Fuligo spetica is to attempt to make the environment

uninviting. Dog vomit slime mold has shown to be immune to chemical.

Some temporary solutions to aide with the

unsightliness include;

e reducing amount of irrigation

e remove from the area with a shovel and dispose of

e choosing an inorganic mulch such as gravel

e raking the area gently to aerale and dry oul the area

e scraping it off and away from the area and dispose
of

e cover il up with adjacent mulch

e wash it away genily, a strong hose blast will cause il
lo spread

** %% **Nole thal all of the above are temporary as the spores will

spread and il will return al some poinl in the fulure. * **** % %%
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mailto:FortBendmg@ag.tamu.edu
https://www.thespruce.com/identifying-and-controlling-dog-vomit-fungus-2539510
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/leonco/2018/09/18/i-aint-afraid-of-no-slime-mold/
https://ipm.missouri.edu/MEG/2011/4/Grass-and-Mulch-Molds-Whats-that-Funk-and-Will-it-Do-Something-Funky-to-Me/index.cfm
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2020/06/09/be-at-home-with-nature-dog-vomit-slime-mold/
https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/files/2015/12/DogVomitSlimeMold.pdf#:~:text=The%20dog%20vomit%20slime%20mold%20occurs%20in%20forested,slime%20mold%20growth%20than%20older%2C%20more%20decayed%20mulch.
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2020/06/09/be-at-home-with-nature-dog-vomit-slime-mold/
https://depts.washington.edu/hortlib/pal/dog-vomit-slime-mold/
https://plantclinic.tamu.edu/
https://mynortherngarden.com/2011/07/20/slime-mold-attacks-blame-heat-wave/
http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/
http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/TXPlantClinic/videos/10156592384627558/
https://www.nps.gov/yose/blogs/dog-vomit-slime-mold.htm
https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/files/2015/12/DogVomitSlimeMold.pdf#:~:text=The%20dog%20vomit%20slime%20mold%20occurs%20in%20forested,slime%20mold%20growth%20than%20older%2C%20more%20decayed%20mulch.
https://agrilife.org/etg/2011/05/19/slime_mold_time/
https://nwdistrict.ifas.ufl.edu/hort/tag/edible-slime-mold/

