FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

What is this black stuff all over my tree and
what should I do?

You have black sooly mold.




Actually a Fungus

Black Sooty mold fungi feed on and break down a sugary
substance, called honeydew, which is secreted by insects such
as aphids, mealybugs & whileflies o name a few.

While it is unsightly your plant is not really in any
danger from black sooty mold.

1t is usually easily rubbed off the fruit, leaves and or branches
of the affected plant.
If conditions remain dry, it may dry up and fall off on ils

own.

Rain will wash most of it lo the ground.

A genlle stream from the hose can wash it off.

Some of the leaves may fall off and the plant may look bad,

keep an eye oul for new growth il should appear soon.

The fungi that causes sooly mold can occur on a variely of
plants lo include fig, citrus, oleander, crapemyrtle & other

lrees and shrubs where il is dormant uniil a food source |
appears. -

*¥*kx%%%Black Sooly Mold is aclually an indication of an insecl issue. Reduce the

insecls reduce the sooly mold****** % %%



Black Sooty mold needs a food source.

Actually an indication of an insecl issue. The best way to conlirol the
black sooty mold is by conltrolling the insecl populalion.
Treatmenis harm the good insects along with the pesits.

& % e Waler from the hose can be used
over a period of days to wash the
insects to the ground ( this is best
done in the early morning)

e Insecticidial soap can be applied,
make sure to follow all of the
manufacture's instructions.

¢ Neem oil is an option.

e Inviting predators such as
ladybugs, and lacewings into the
garden

*¥%%% Be Aware thal any inseclicial soaps, inseclicides or oils must be malched with the correct

insect or they will not be effective. *** %% *¥ %%



Mother Nature at work]
If you see these - Congratulations, natural

predators have already moved in!

At left a lady beetle larva with a voracious
appetite for honeydew secreting insects.

e Once the larvae appear the adulls are already
established. Congratulations on a thriving environment.

o Tissue piercing, sap sucking, honeydew secreling
insects to include but not limited to aphids,
mealybugs, whileflies, scale and psyllids have natural
enemies lo include bul nol limiled o lady bugs,
lacewings, spiders, syrphid flies, soldier beelles, and
pirate bugs. Ilis usually their larva who have the
mosl voracious appeliles.

At right a lacewing larva with a voracious

appelite for honeydew secreting insects.



PYOtected and Farmed by Ants

o The same honeydew that Ants attack Ia('(t’ing larva to protect
feeds the Black Sooly
Mold Fungi, feeds antls.

e Anis will farm and prolect

their mealy bug herd.

honeydew secreling
insecls such as aphids,
mealybugs, scale, bark

lice and others

There is a battle going on it your garden!



what to look for and where

Aphids, mealy bugs, whileflies, barklice, scale
are often the most common honeydew secrefing

TS

insects.

e Most often found under leaves

e (Can be hosed off with a stream of
walter

e Are more prevalent in hot humid
weather

e Are encouraged by over pruning
and over irrigalion

e Walch for increased anl activily up
and down plants

e Malch the treatment lo the insecl

e [nvile predalors lo yard
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