FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

Why are there so many more acorns falling from my tree

than in recent years?

Multiple factors may be involved. ..




What is an Acorn?

A simple, but valuable resource

within the ecosystem

Acorns are essentially the fruit of various varieties of oak
tree. There are hundreds of species of oak tree, 90 Of
which are native to the United States and several varieties

can be located within Texas.

You will find that most neighborhoods contain oak irees,

as they are often planted by the developers as a hardy

shade ilree that malures and provides privacy

As we will discuss, the simple acorn plays a large part in .
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the active ecosystem of your neighborhood




What is a “Mast” 9
The term “Mast” or “Mast Year” refers to higher

than normal acorn production

When oaks produce an abundance of acorns, it is sometimes called a “mast”

The term Mast comes from the word Masticate,

which means ‘to chew’ and refers oftentimes to food.

e A Mast Year is one where oaks and other nul
producing lrees are heavy with acorns

e Predicling maslt years is difficull to do precisely, bul
mosl scienlists believe that climale and other faclors
play a part

e Mast years are important lo wildlife as acorns are a
Jood source

Oak trees are monoecious, meaning that both male and
female flowers exist on the same tree - this is important

to remember as we discuss how the weather and other

factors can help predict a Mast Year




Pay attention in Spring and Summer

While not lolally predictable, Mast Years are oflentimes predicaled by cerlain
weather and evolutionary factors. Recognizing these factors may predict
abundant production, and therefore abundant wildlife.

Acorn produclion can vary
wildly from year to year
Typically, oak trees
produce a good Maslt crop
every 3-4 years

e Favorable weather at the time of oak flowering (correcl
amount of rain, genile winds) can predict a heavy Mast

e An abundance of ‘consumers’ - squirrels, deer, elc. can
predict a heavy Mast

e Disease, siress and pathogens sometimes play a part in
acorn production




Eﬂ’ects of Mast Year on W“‘“ife

Who benefits from acorn production?

Acorns are a vital food source to several species of wildlife, including squirrels, deer,

turkey, foxes, chipmunks, blue jays and wood ducks

e Animal Populations: Mast years often produce (or sometimes are

the result of) increased animal populations
o While squirrels and other ‘consumers’ benefit from high acorn
production, predators also benefit (bobcat, hawk, owls, etc.)
e The Oak Tree: Some scientists hypothesize that high Mast Years

are nature’s way of producing sufficient nuts to overwhelm the
‘consumers’ and still provide enough acorns to ensure survival of
the species, therefore the oak trees themselves benefit from higher

nut production



According to Folklore
The Old-Timers Say

Walch the crillers, the weather and the planis. k g/

®
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’ ’I @ If the squirrels are extra busy If the trees are dropping
‘ . ' y’ storing nuts they are preparing more nuts you should be
‘Lf\ for a colder winter. preparing as well.
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*%% Folllore s just thal, founded in observation and slories from generalion lo generalion, nol scienlifically based research* **
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