FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

It was 38 degrees in my yard this morning.

I am worried about my plants.

Lets take a look. ..




Keep your eye on the weathep

Stay tuned to the local forcast.

The long-range forecast will keep you informed and help you make decsions.

Be Prepared! Gather ahead of
lime;

Frost cloth

Old blankets

Non LED christmas lights

Handtruck

Wheel Barrow

e Bricks or stones

Mulch or extra soil




proteCting your container plantg

Outdoor container plants require preparation to
protect from the cold

Plants grown outdoors in containers respond differently to a frost
or freeze than plants grown in the ground. You will need to
prepare these plants for a temporary move indoors:

Obtain a hand truck or wheelbarrow to assist with moving the

container

* Water the plant prior to moving the container

* Preferably move the container to a spot in the home with similar light
exposure. If not possible, consider grow lights.

* Be aware of the toxicity of the plants - some plants are poisonous to
children and pets - be sure these are kept away (on a counter, in a
room with limited access, etc.)

* Once the danger of frost or freeze has passed, you can move the plants

back to their previous location

If it is impossible to move an outdoor container, you need to protect
the container by covering, tenting, providing additional heat source
via non-LED outdoor lights, ete.




Covering May Be Necessary

If the plant is in the ground and moving is
not an option then tenting aka covering is an option.

It doesn’t have to be fancy!

A tent/covering can be many things.

o sheels, frost cloth, tarps, blankels,
cardboard boxes
o plastic or cloth

Tenling or covering a plant provides a way of trapping the heal stored
during the day and prevenling radialion of this stored heal to a clear
sky.

Wind is always an issue, so plan accordingly - use of bricks, buckels of Y ITIAL
waler, stakes may be necessary lo keep the tenl from being blown away

Make sure the covering goes all the way to the ground lo assure that the

radiant heal from the ground is ulilized as an addilional heal source.

Cover your plant as lale in the day as praclical to allow sunlight to heal

the ground and the plant as much as possible prior to covering.



Someti

mes a tree needs to be bankeq

An extra layer of insulation.

If the tree has been grafted, banking soil on the trunk is helpful in insulating the graft.

Soil is the media of choice as opposed to mulch or leaves.

Photo from the Tropical Fruit Forum

e Bank soil against the trunk of the

iree lo just above the graft union.
Be sure lo use soil and nol mulch
as soil will trap and release heat
slowly to the plant. Conversely,
mulch reflects heat and is nol as
efficient al trapping or storing the
heat from the sun.

If the tree is a cilrus, be certain lo
remove the soil from around the
rools after the frost/freeze danger
has passed as cilrus rools are very
shallow and will suffer if left too
deep
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