FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

I have mistletoe in my tree. Should I be concerned?

Lels take a look. .




What Is Mistletoe?
Identifying the Presence of Mistletoe

deciduous trees this time of year.

Considered a broadleaf evergreen, mislleloe is idenlified by the presence of
it’s green stems, white berries and thick oval leaves that develop into

clusters which can grow up lo 2 feel in diameler if left unchecked.

Typically present in the upper and oulward branches of

lall trees, il is also possible lo appear in certain larger shrubs

While several hardwood species are susceplible lo mislleloe, in this area
Oak trees and other hardwoods are the typical ‘hosts’ to mistletoe.



How 1t Grows and Spreagqg
Understanding Mistletoe

Mistletoe can produce ils own pholosynthesis but has lo rely on the host plant

Jor waler and minerals

Mistletoe is considered a semi-parasitic plant - a ‘hemiparasite’

e Misltletoe has both male and female planis

o The plant spreads through seeds that are covered with viscin (a glue-
like substance that allows the seed lo adhere to a new host.

e The seeds are spread by birds and other animals thal allow the sticky
seeds lo hilchhike or are ingested and released in feces on a new host.

o Cerlain species of mistletoe can ‘eject’ their own seeds at speeds of up
lo 60 mph - like an exploding waler balloon.

Misileloe generally needs lo be several years old lo produce berries and

reproduce



Animals, Birds and Inseects Benefjy

Shelter and Food
Used by Many!!!

3 types of hairstreak butterflies are found feeding,

reproducing & thriving on mistletoe

wrens, mourning doves & other birds, as well as
squirrels make use of mistletoe for nesting

while the berries are toxic to humans they are not to

many other mammels and birds, which are frequently

found eating them



Often Used as Decor

The presence of mistletoe is a possible
sign of other issues.

Mistletoe grows most frequently on trees that are stressed or weakened by other
factors. Stress and weakness can be the result of several factors, some of which are
soil compaction, poor drainage or root loss/damage.

Initial growth is slow, so if you notice mistletoe is present there is ample time to

address it.

e The best defense for your tree is lo help
your tree remain healthy.

e The best way to remove it is through
pruning, however over pruning can
injure your lree.

e Spraying herbicide on mistleloe will

most likely damage your iree.

Practice safely, when in doubt contact a professional to prune.
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