FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

: ‘\\ My Live Oak tree is dropping all its leaves. Is it sick?
What should I do?

Relax, it is normal this time of year.
Let’s take a look...
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1.
Aclually, They Are Not True Evergreens.

Leaf dropping is normal and not a disease. The tree is not dying. In a short time
you will see new leaves and flowers.

e In lale winler /early spring as the weather begins
to warm as new leaves start to emerge, live oaks
drop their old leaves.

e The tree may look sick.

o The leaves may be yellow or even a bil spolled.

o This may appear to happen overnighl.

o This may appear to be sporadic in the landscape
as they don't all drop their leaves al the same lime,
il may lake weeks.
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Live Oal Flowers are Great Contributors to the Yellowish Pollen
often prevalent late winter /early spring!

To verify that it is normal
leaf drop, check 1o see if
new buds are forming
where the leaf was. You
should see new growth in

approximalely a week to
10 days.
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Spa.‘is OI‘SIS Is Related to Pi"eapples

Spanish Moss frequently seen on live oaks
is actually an air plant aka an epiphyte!

Both plants thrive in humid environments and
are able to draw moisture from the air.
Pineapples can grow on trees, however, are
most often grown on the ground.

Unlike Pineapple, Spanish Moss

is nol an edible plant.

Home to a variely of insecls, lizards,
birds and small animals.
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Resurrection Ferns and Bajj Moss

- In addition to Spanish Moss there are two other
epiphytes frequently seen on live oak trees.
1

Ball Moss is actually multiple plants that form into a ball
shape.The plant flowers on stalks usually 3-4" long and it’s
seeds become airborne facilitating the plant’s spread.

Not harmful to your tree: Epiphyles are planis thal anchor to another plant for
support only. They oblain all their nuirients and waler from the air around them.
Live Oak trees are often decorated with one or more of these.

Both Plants are host and/or food lo a number of insects and
small animals.

Resurrection Ferns are able to withstand dry periods and
drought losing up to 97% of their water and shrivel up, looking #
like a mass of dead leaves. When it rains the plant turns green &
again and extends it fronds, which can measure up to 10".

Resurrection fern (Pleopeltis polypodioides) before rain (top) and after (bottom). %
Resurrection Fern - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu)
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