FBMG Help Desk
Question of the Week

I keep seeing references to Crape Murder! This seems to be a huge/
subject of discussion. Do I have to trim or prune my
Crape Myrtle Tree???

Answer: Nol necessarily..
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You will need clean, sharp tools to be able to make clean cuts.

It is advisable to keep your feet on the ground while pruning.

Proper Pruning can Help the Tree By:

removing dead or injured branches as well as branches that may cause injury to
the tree, property, or people
Improper Pruning can Injure the Tree By:

Reducing it's ability to produce food
Sun scald can occur to the interior branches that were protected from the lost
branches.
New branches though plentiful are often very weak and don't fare well in storms.
Follow a Guide on Where and How to make the cuts:
The Texas A&M Forest Service has amazing articles such as Pruning Mature
Trees, Pruning Young Trees, Crape Myrtle Bark Scale under their Learn and
Explore e library section on their website hiips: //lfsweb.tamu.edu
hitps: / /lfsweb.tamu.edu/elibrary
When in doubt call in an arborist:

You can search for one at www.lreesaregood.org



Know Why You are Pruning
Prune For a Reason

Of all the gardening tasks pruning is one of the most baffling. As a resull, many planits are

pruned beyond recognition and damaged annually by well-meaning gardeners.

Beleiving it is necessary, the practice of lopping the tops off of crape
myrtle trees or ‘topping’ AKA ‘Crape Murder’ become an all too

common annual ritual by some gardeners.

Pruning causes Wounds
¢ Wounds especially new wounds provide
opportunity for infection and insect
entry.
e Improper pruning can cause poor
growth, permanent scaring, a weakened
plant, a shortened the lifespan, and poor

performance

¢ Prunefor a Reason
Don't be a copycal
Just Say No To Needless Pruning



Toppi“g Can Lead to Tree DeC“He

Inviting Disease and Insects

Possible long term injuries lo the tree can occur thus shortening it's lifespan.

Included but not limited to are:

e Reducing the ability of the tree to produce
food

e Sun scald can occur to the interior
branches once protected from those lost.

e New branches though plentiful are often
very weak and can't fare well in storms.

e More susceptible to insect attack and
disease

e Insect Crape Myrtle Bark Scale is
attracked to open wounds




{nviting to a Variely of Wildjjf,

Year-round visual interest!

A source of food and sheller.
Pollinators can be found on the blooms throughout the
blooming season. Bird can be found ealing the berries and
their nests are often found in the branches of crape

myriles.

The Crape Myrtle provides a
sourch of inlerest in the landscape

throughout the year.
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